VETERANS’ COUNCIL MINUTES

Thursday, 03 March 2016 @ 1900, Town Hall

1) Call to order:
a. Chair called the meeting to order at 1900 with the Pledge of Allegiance.

2) Roll Call:
a. Present: VSO K. Jermyn, J. Asher, J. Buckley, T. Burbank, S. McMillan, J.
Rayburn, P. Koenen, N. Guild, W. Ramsey, Fr Obiparipovic
b. Not Present: M. DeMenna, D. Sargent, J. Clifton
¢. Guest: John McHugh

3) Officer Reports:
a. Secretary — Minutes from 04 February 2016 meeting accepted
unanimously as written.
b. Treasurer —Report accepted unanimously as written.
c. VSO-
i. Half-Staff Flag Report- two occurrences of half staffing
ii. InJanuary, 28 clients received $16,962.31 in benefits
iii. Submitted purchase order to the American Legion Emblem Sales
for flags. Total savings for town $2488
iv. VSO to support memorial for former Police Chief Campbell at
Jackass Park
v. Gold Star father, Paul Monti, volunteered to speak at an
upcoming veteran-related event. Possible candidate for Veterans
Day speaker.
vi. Provided Father Bill’'s MainSpring update
vii. HHS Veterans Appreciation Club has raised close to $600 for their
CDR Anderson house project.
viii. Promoted/encouraged veterans to share their stories with Eileen
Mclntyre of StoryCorps.
ix. HPD has requested another round of B.A.T.T.L.E.M.I.N.D.S.
training. Previous training was very well received and HPD now
has many new officers who would benefit from the course.

4) Old Business:
a. Veterans’ Council members reviewed the Purple Heart Town
Proclamation and voted unanimously to recommend that the Board of
Selectmen vote to become a Purple Heart Town.

5) New Business:
a. Memorial Day:
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i. Revised Memorial Day assignments for Veterans’ Council
members. All tasks tracking appropriately.

ii. Fr. Obiparipovic will reach out to St Paul’s School to determine
their level of participation.

b. Asrequested by the Board of Selectmen, the Veterans’ Council discussed
re-establishing the WWII Honor Roll Memorial. Due to a variety of
factors, the Veterans’ Council voted to recommend that the town not
pursue this project.

c. P.Koenen requested clarification of his role on the Blue Star Banner
Program. VSO confirmed Mr. Koenen coordinates that collateral duty. W.
Ramsey volunteered to assist as needed.

d. J. Rayburn asked about installation of a fifth flag pole (one for each
military service) at the harbor to represent the USCG. VSO explained the
history of the four flag poles and the proposed way forward.

e. VSO briefed Veterans’ Council on the Cpl Orlando situation.

6) Adjournment:
a. Meeting adjourned at 2020.

Respectfully submitted
John F. Buckley, Vice Chair
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