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February 10, 2016


Board of Selectmen
March 3, 2016
Regular Session 7:00 pm

Mr. Paul Healey, Chairman; Ms. Mary Power; Mr. Ted Alexiades, Town Administrator; and Ms. Betty Foley; Assistant Town Administrator.  

Questions from the public regarding items not on the agenda
Mr. Hersey, 65 Hersey Street, is concerned about the lack of sidewalks on Gardner Street. He feels sidewalks are necessary in that area for the safety of the residents. 

Article Y- Renewal of Clause 56- Tax Exemption for Deployed Military -Will  the  Town   renew  its  acceptance  of  Clause  56  of  Massachusetts General Laws  Chapter  59, Section 5, to  allow  members  of the Massachusetts National Guard or military reservists who are on active duty to obtain a reduction of all or part of their real and personal property taxes for any fiscal year in which they are serving in a foreign country. (Inserted at the request of the Veterans Council)

Mr. Alexiades reviewed Article Y. 

		Voted- to recommend favorable action on Article Y.  The motion passed 2-0. 

Article LL- Solar Panels at the Landfill- Will the Town authorize, but not require, pursuant to M.G.L. c. 40, § 15A and all other applicable laws, the Board of Selectmen to enter into an agreement to transfer, in part, the care, custody, management and control, from the Board of Selectmen to the Hingham Municipal Lighting Plant of a portion of a parcel of land consisting of the surface of the capped landfill being located on Town of Hingham Assessor’s Map 106-0-7, and to authorize the Board of Selectmen to enter into all agreements and execute any and all instruments as may be necessary to effect said partial transfer of said parcel of land, on such terms and conditions as the Board of Selectmen deems in the best interest of the town, for the limited purpose of allowing the Hingham Municipal Lighting Plant to enter into a License, Lease and/or other Agreement with a third party for the construction, operation and maintenance of a solar generating facility on said parcel of land to generate electricity  for distribution by the Hingham Municipal Lighting Plant, or act on anything relating thereto?
(Inserted at the request of the Hingham Municipal Light Plant).

Mr. Paul Heanue, Light Plant Manager and Ms. Deidre Lawrence, Light Plant Counsel, discussed Article LL. Ms. Lawrence explained that this project would go through the normal permitting process and all abutters would be notified.  Mr. Heanue stated that there’s an informational Power Point package on the Light Companies Website that is available for viewing.  

Mr. Ed Demko, 18 Bradley Park Drive, questioned the hazard of possible exposure to methane gas.  
Ms. Lawrence stated any indemnity issues would be worked out in the contract. 

Ms. Eileen Fanton, 46 Ridgewood Crossing, suggested that the Town have language in the Article that specifies what the developer has to consider and what will  happen to the land in the long-term. 
Ms. Fanton also requested that the Board of Selectmen stay involved in the contract negotiations until it’s finalized. 

Mr. Hersey, 65 Hersey Street, questioned why residents are not allowed to have solar panels on their homes and sell energy back to the Light Department. Mr. Healey responded that this is an issue that should be addressed in the future. 

Mr. Ben Kerman, 33 Grove Avenue, Energy Action Committee, is in favor of this Article.  He feels that Article LL, if approved, would make a statement about the Town of Hingham being the progressive and thoughtful place that he feels it is.

Mr. James Watson, 291 Rockland Street. Is in favor of Article LL, but would like the agreement to include wind turbines. He questioned why the Light Plant doesn’t develop the solar panels on their own.  
Mr. Heanue responded that we are being risk- averse by not running it ourselves.  




Article N-Fire Station Building Committee and Renovations- Will the Town (1) authorize the Fire Station Building Committee established by Article 14 of the 2015 Annual Town Meeting to (a) consider and evaluate sites other than 230 North Street for a fire station to service the north side of Town, replacing the current North Fire Station and (b) consider and evaluate sites other than 847 Main Street for a fire station to service the south side of Town, either as a replacement to the current South Fire Station or to establish a fourth fire station in the Town and (2) increase the current amount authorized to be raised and appropriated, borrowed or transferred from available funds for the Fire Station Building Committee and authorize that such funds be expended as needed for any expenses related to the consideration and evaluation of sites as described above and for design and engineering services for construction of fire stations to serve the Town on any such sites, or act on anything relating thereto?
(Inserted at the request of the Fire Station Building Committee)

Mr. Thomas Carey, Chief Robert Olsson, Ms. Karen Griswold; Fire Station Building Committee reviewed Article N.
	
Mr. Ed Demko, 18 Bradley Park Drive, questioned the possibility of working with other towns to potentially use their former station plans in order to save money. Mr. Carey explained that they’re working with Architectural Firms who are familiar with modern station designs and are carefully considering the needs of the Fire Department and the Town as a whole. 

 Voted – To recommend favorable motion on Article N.  The motion passed 2-0.	

Article VV- Will the Town: (i) appropriate the sum of Five Million Dollars ($5,000,000) to be used by the Hingham Conservation Commission under M.G.L. c. 40, § 8C to purchase the parcels of land located at 32, 56 and 72 South Pleasant Street, Map 137 Lots 18, 1 and 23; and to meet such appropriation (a) expend Two Hundred Eleven Thousand Eight Hundred Sixty One ($211,861) Dollars from the Community Preservation Open Space Reserve and Two Hundred Eighty Eight Thousand One Hundred Thirty Nine Dollars ($288,139) from the Community Preservation General Reserve and (b) authorize the Town Treasurer; with approval of the Board of Selectmen, to borrow up to Four Million Five Hundred Thousand ($4,500,000), together with costs of the borrowing, under the provisions of MGL Chapters 44, and 44B and any other enabling authority upon such terms as the Town Treasurer and Board of Selectmen shall determine, provided that the source of repayment of such principal indebtedness and interest accrued thereon shall be the Hingham Community Preservation Fund established and maintained pursuant to the provisions of MGL, Chapter 44B; (ii) authorize, but not require, the Conservation Commission with the approval of the Board of Selectmen, to grant a conservation restriction that meets the requirements of sections 31 to 33, inclusive, of MGL chapter 184 as required pursuant to section 12 of the Community Preservation Act (MGL chapter 44B) to a nonprofit organization; and (iii) to authorize the Conservation Commission to seek reimbursement under the LAND program, (formerly known as the Self-Help Program), Chapter 132 A §11 and enter contracts therefore;   or (iv) act on anything related thereto? (Inserted at the request of the Community Preservation Committee).

Mr. Bob Curley, Chair and Ms. Carol Pyle, Community Preservation Committee reviewed Article VV.
Mr. John Hersey, 67 Hersey Street questioned how many buildable lots are on the Lehner property. 
Mr. Curley stated there are approximately fifteen lots. Mr. Hersey feels the loss of tax revenue would hurt the tax payer and that the property is too expensive for the Town to buy. 

Ms. Power stated that as a community over the last many years we’ve invested in many things.  She explained the opportunity to purchase this open space is a rare one that may never happen again. 

Mr. Healey agreed that this as an opportunity that won’t repeat itself and the beauty of this piece of land speaks for itself. 

Close out Capital Projects-Article JJ- will the Town vote to transfer the following amounts that were previously appropriated and raised by borrowing under the following votes of the Town:
Amount to be
Transferred		Warrant Article		Meeting Date		Original Purpose
$   2,449                            Various                              Various                              Landfill Capping
$89,756                             Various                              Various                             Central Fire Station
$29,601                             Art 15                                2003                                  DPW Building

As such amounts are no longer needed to complete the projects for which they were initially borrowed, to pay costs of Article 14, ATM 2015 North Fire Station Renovation, as permitted by Chapter 44, Section 20 of the General Laws, or take any other action with respect thereto.

Motion:  That the sum of $121,806.00 is hereby transferred from amounts previously appropriated and borrowed under the following warrant articles and for the purposes set forth below: 
Amount to be 									
Transferred		Warrant Article		Meeting Date		Original Purpose
$   2,449                            Various                              Various                              Landfill Capping
$89,756                             Various                              Various                             Central Fire Station
$29,601                             Art 15                                 2003                                 DPW Building

Amounts are no longer needed to complete the projects for which they were initially borrowed, to pay costs of Article 14, ATM 2015 North Fire Station Renovation, as permitted by Chapter 44, Section 20 of the General Laws.
Mr. Alexiades reviewed Article JJ.  
	Voted- To recommend favorable action on Article JJ.  The motion passed 2-0.
	
Article WW-Special Legislation-SPED Financing- Will the Town authorize but not require the Board of Selectmen to petition the Great and General Court of the Commonwealth to enact special legislation to allow the Town to create a reserve, trust, or stabilization fund, or any other funding mechanism for the purpose of defraying unanticipated or unbudgeted special education expenses, or act on anything relating thereto? (Inserted by the Board of Selectmen).
Mr. Alexiades discussed Article WW. 
Voted- To open the Warrant to the 2016 Annual Town Meeting, insert Article WW and close the Warrant. The motion passed 2-0.
Voted- To recommend favorable action on Article WW.  The motion passed 2-0.
Article P Water Company Acquisition Feasibility Continuation
Mr. Kerry Ryan, Town Council for the Aquarion Acquisition reviewed Article P. 

Mr. Hersey, 67 Hersey Street- questioned the Town’s reasoning for buying the Aquarion Water Company. Ms. Power stated there is concern about the long term attentiveness from a company that is privately owned and whose headquarters is overseas. 

Mr. Ed Demko, 18 Bradley Park Drive-questioned the language in Article P and the portion regarding engineering services. Ms. Power advised that there is a recommendation from the Advisory Committee to remove the reference to engineering services.  Ms. Power explained that Article P is intended to focus on concluding the litigation process and a possible appeal.

Voted- to recommend favorable action on Article P and include the recommended motion of the Advisory Committee that strikes engineering services. The motion passed 2-0.

Article EE –Community Art Commission- Will the Town of Hingham duly establish the "Hingham Art Commission?” The Hingham Art Commission advocates for the creation and integration of public art into Hingham's civic spaces. "Art" is defined as painting, sculpture, fountains, murals, photography, landscape, hardscape, site design, plaques and monuments.

The Art Commission would actively foster the community's engagement in Hingham's cultural landscape, from siting temporary art on Town property to reviewing and recommending proposals for permanent public art. The Commission, appointed by the Selectman, shall consist of at least five Hingham residents experienced in design and the arts. The Art Commission would have oversight and control of all art works sited on public property.

Mission Statement of the Hingham Art Commission:  To advocate for the creation and integration of public art into Hingham's landscape for the enjoyment and enrichment of the community.

The Role of the Hingham Art Commission:  To identify and conserve the Town's inventory of public art.

To act as an advisory group to the Selectmen to guide and monitor the design process through reviews at various stages to ensure artistic and design quality, integration with the site, and relevance to the community.

To advise the proponent requesting a public art project on issues concerning the site, commissioning of the artist and the permitting process.

To approve the artwork at each stage: Design 2. Fabrication 3.   Installation (Inserted at the request of Rebecca L. Wetzel).

Voted- to recommend to the Advisory Committee to refer Article EE to the Board of Selectmen. The motion passed 2-0.

Article KK-Disposition of Land: Selectmen’s Parcel- Will the Town authorize, but not require, the Board of Selectmen (a) pursuant and subject to M.G.L. Chapter 40, Sections 3, 15 and 15A, as applicable, and Article 5, Section 4A of the Town of Hingham General Bylaws, to dispose of a parcel of land, known as and numbered 2 Beal Street, and shown as Lot 50 on Assessor Map 69, for a minimum of $1.00 and on such other terms and conditions as the Board of Selectmen deem in the best interests of the Town, for use as an assisted living facility which includes units that qualify under Massachusetts law for inclusion in Hingham’s Subsidized Housing Inventory, and (b) in the event the above-described use of such parcel of land is not undertaken, to proceed as to said parcel of land pursuant to the authorization provided under Article 42 of the 2005 Annual Town Meeting, or act on anything related thereto?
(Inserted by the Board of Selectmen)

Voted- to recommend favorable action on article KK.  The motion passed 2-0. 

Votes:
Voted-To determine that the financial interest of Susan Murphy in matters relating to a 40B application at the Hingham Shipyard is not so substantial as to be deemed likely to affect the integrity of the services which the Town may expect from her and to allow her to provide legal counsel to both the Board of Selectmen and the Zoning Board of Appeals.
[bookmark: _GoBack]The motion passed 2-0.

Voted- To approve the revised Smoke Free Work Place Policy.  The motion passed 2-0.

Voted – To approve the application of Legal Sea Foods, LLC d/b/a Legal C, 96 Derby Street, for an Addition of Manager to the Board of Managers of Legal Sea Foods, LLC. (The ABCC has allowed this request to be filed as a “Master Application”). The motion passed 2-0.

Voted- To approve the issuance of a Special (One Day) wine and malt beverages license to 
               Leslie Wentworth on behalf of Congregation Sha’aray Shalon for “Dancing Under the 
Stars” fundraiser for youth scholarships to be held at Congregation Sha’aray Shalom on Saturday, March 12, 2016 from 7:30 pm to 11:00 p.m.  The motion passed 2-0.

Selectmen/ Town Administrator Report
Ms. Power attended the Harbor Development Meeting last evening.  Engineers came in presented an overview of the Wharf Survey using funds approved at last year’s Town Meeting.  This overview is important for coastal resiliency, understanding impact of sea level rise, and assessing conditions of our wharfs. The Harbor Development Committee is reviewing findings and will share the information with the Advisory Committee and the Board of Selectmen at a future date.

Mr. Healey congratulated Gerry Duff for receiving the Citizen of the Year Award.

The Board voted by roll call vote, to adjourn to  Executive Session (1) to discuss strategy with respect to collective bargaining and (2) to discuss strategy with respect to litigation because discussion of these matters in open session may have a detrimental effect on the bargaining and litigating position of the town. The motion passed 2-0.

The meeting adjourned at 8:48 pm.						Diane Picot

Approved April 14, 2016


Documents: (A complete meeting packet of supporting documentation is on file an available for public review in the Board of Selectmen’s Office).

1. Water Company Acquisition Feasibility Continuation and expenses incurred from 
06/12/12- 02/15/16.
2. Form 43, Addition of Manager to the Board of Mangers for Legal Sea Food, LLC.
3. Smoke Free Workplace Policy.
4. One Day Liquor License for Congregation Sha’aray Shalom for March 12, 2016.
5. FY2017 New Funding Requests.
6. Letter from Ms. Rebecca Wetzel regarding her support of referring Article EE to the BOS.
7. Disclosure By Non-Elected Municipal Employee of Financial Interest and Determined By Appointing Authority As Required by G.L.c. from Special Counsel, Susan Murphy.


