5 | Page
March 17, 2016

Board of Selectmen
March 17, 2016
7:01 Regular Session

Present:  Mr. Ted Alexiades, Town Administrator; Mr. Paul Healey; Chairman; Mr. Paul Gannon;
Ms. Mary Power; and Mr. Tom Mayo, Assistant Town Administrator

Mr. Healey welcomed the Town of Hingham’s new Assistant Town Administrator, Mr. Tom Mayo. 

Approval of Meeting Minutes
Voted-   To approve the Meeting Minutes dated February 4, 2016, as amended.  A unanimous vote.

Question from the Public regarding items not on the Agenda	
There were no questions from the public.

Public Hearing on the transfer of a Package Store All Alcoholic License 
Mr. Christopher Timson legal representative for RMP, LLC d/b/a Douglas Wine and Spirits discussed the transfer of the Retail Package Store All Alcoholic License from 121 Douglas Associates, Inc. d/b/a Ralph’s Wine and Spirits to RMP, LLC d/b/a Douglas Wine and Spirits. 

Voted- To approve the transfer of the Retail Package Store All Alcoholic License from 121 Douglas Associates, Inc. d/b/a Ralph’s Wine and Spirits to RMP, LLC d/b/a Douglas Wine and Spirits, subject to the approval of the Massachusetts Alcoholic Beverages Control Commission.  A unanimous vote. 

Public Hearing- Aquarion Water Company 
Mr. John Walsh, Aquarion; Mr. Jeff Farrell, Director of Aquarion Operations; Mr. Adam Kran, Engineering Consultant ,Environmental Partners; and Mr. Harry Sylvester, DPW appeared before the Board.
 Mr. Walsh explained to the Board that the request to the Board was to install and maintain approximately 2250 feet of new 12-inch high density polyethylene water pipe in South Pleasant Street. This water main will originate at the driveway of 93 South Pleasant Street where the entrance to Fulling Mill Pump Station is located and continue to completion at the Main Street and South Pleasant Street intersection.
Mr. Walsh explained that due to mineral deposits developing water mains, there is a risk for rupture.   The project is expected to take four to six weeks at which time Pleasant Street will be down to one lane.  Abutters will be will be notified through the mail. 
	Voted- To approve the request of Aquarion Water Company to install and maintain approximately 2250 feet of new 12-inch high density polyethylene water pipe in South Pleasant Street. This water main will originate at the driveway of 93 South Pleasant Street where the entrance to Fulling Mill Pump Station is located and continue to completion at the Main Street and South Pleasant Street intersection. This new main will replace an existing aged 14-inch raw main that is currently in service. This approval is subject to the stipulation of the Department of Public Works, including letter dated February 24, 2016. A unanimous vote.
Public Hearing on the request of National Grid 
Ms. Barbara Kelleher, National Grid Acting Permit Representative and Mr. Harry Sylvester, DPW appeared before the Board. Ms. Kelleher explained the request before them was to install and maintain approximately 126 feet of 2-inch gas main in Paige Street. This gas main will originate from the intersection with Shute Avenue and continue under the paved surface of Paige Street for the entire length to completion at the intersection with Bay Avenue.

	Voted- To approve the request of National Grid to install and maintain approximately 126 feet of 2-inch gas main in Paige Street. This gas main will originate from the intersection with Shute Avenue and continue under the paved surface of Paige Street for the entire length to completion at the intersection with Bay Avenue. This gas main is replacing an existing 2-inch bare steel decayed main that is approximately 90 years old. This approval is subject to the stipulation of the Department of Public Works, including letter dated March 1, 2016.
	A unanimous vote.

Public Hearing on the request of National Grid
Ms. Barbara Kelleher, National Grid Acting Permit Representative and Mr. Harry Sylvester, DPW appeared before the Board. Ms. Kelleher explained the request before them was to install and
maintain approximately 2,222 feet of 2-inch gas main in Bel Air Road. This gas main will originate from the intersection with Paige Street and continue under the paved surface of Bel Air Road for the entire
length to completion at House #45.

	Voted- To approve the request of National Grid to install and maintain approximately 2,222 feet of 2-inch gas main in Bel Air Road. This gas main will originate from the intersection with Paige Street and continue under the paved surface of Bel Air Road for the entire length to completion at House #45. This gas main is replacing an existing 1-1/2 inch 2-inch bare steel decayed main that is approximately 56 years old. This approval is subject to the stipulation of the Department of Public Works, including letter dated March 1, 2016. A unanimous vote.
Public Hearing on the request of National Grid
 Ms. Barbara Kelleher, National Grid Acting Permit Representative and Mr. Harry Sylvester, DPW appeared before the Board. Ms. Kelleher explained the request before them was to install and maintain approximately 227 of 2-inch gas main in Parker Drive. This gas main will originate from the intersection with Mann Street and continue under the paved surface of Parker Drive for the entire length to completion near the intersection with Cushing Avenue.
	
	Voted- To approve the request of National Grid to install and maintain approximately 227 of 2-inch gas main in Parker Drive. This gas main will originate from the intersection with Mann Street and continue under the paved surface of Parker Drive for the entire length to completion near the intersection with Cushing Avenue. This gas main is replacing an existing 2-inch bare steel decayed main that is approximately 50 years old. This approval is subject to the stipulation of the Department of Public Works, including letter dated March 1, 2016. A unanimous vote.
Public Hearing on the request of National Grid
 Ms. Barbara Kelleher, National Grid Acting Permit Representative and Mr. Harry Sylvester, DPW appeared before the Board. Ms. Kelleher explained the request before them was to install and maintain approximately 580 feet of 2-inch gas main in Volusia Road. This gas main will originate from House #61 and continue under the paved surface of Volusia Road for the entire length to completion at House #15.

		Voted- To approve the request of National Grid to install and maintain approximately 580 feet of 2-inch gas main in Volusia Road. This gas main will originate from House #61 and continue under the paved surface of Volusia Road for the entire length to completion at House #15. This gas main is replacing an existing 1-1/2 inch and 2-inch bare steel decayed main that is approximately 97 years old. This approval is subject to the stipulation of the Department of Public Works, including letter dated March 1, 2016. A unanimous vote. 
To appoint two permanent Police Patrolmen
Chief Olsson discussed the comprehensive process that is involved with this important decision and thanked all four of the applicants that applied.  Based on the totality of the hiring process and the following candidate’s credentials, Mr. Albert Jake Minevitz and Mr. Jonathan Michael Veno were offered conditional offers of employment. 

Mr. Gannon questioned if one of the decisions had required a bypass.  Chief Glenn Olsson answered yes; one of the selections required a bypass.  Mr. Gannon stated that he was impressed with all of the candidates, but in his opinion Mr. Galinauskas and Mr. Veno have the best experience and qualifications. 

Ms. Power stated that this is her first exposure to the Police Patrolmen hiring process and she’s impressed with how thorough the process is.  The recommendation of Chief Olsson weighs heavily on her decision to support the selected candidates. 

Mr. Healey extended his condolences for the loss of State Trooper Thomas Clardy on the Mass Pike yesterday stating “a loss of one officer is a loss to all.” Mr. Healey commended all the candidates for doing a fine job.  He explained that Chief’s recommendations fall in line with his opinion of the best candidates.  

 Voted- To extend a conditional offer of employment to Mr. Albert Jake Minevitz and 
Mr. Jonathan Michael Veno as permanent Police Officers for the Town of Hingham.  This offer is contingent upon the successful passing of all required medical and psychological screening examinations and all other requirements related to, but not necessarily limited to the following:
1. Successful passing of the required medical examination;
1. Successful passing of the required physical abilities test (PAT);
1. Successful passing of the required psychological screening process;
1. Successful passing of all other requirement for entrance into the police academy;
1. Entering into a satisfactory agreement with the Town of Hingham relative to payment  
        of up to $3,000, recruit training fee;
1. Successful completion of the police academy as determined by the Police Chief;
1. Any and all other requirements as mandated by law or regulation.

Should the candidate fail to successfully complete all of these conditions, as determined in the sole discretion of the Town, then this conditional appointment shall be considered null and void and to the extent necessary any offer of employment shall be considered rescinded.  
A unanimous vote. 

Votes: 
Voted- To approve the issuance of a Special (One Day) Wine and Malt Beverages Liquor License to Hingham Little League c/o Richard Strachan for the Hingham Little League fundraiser to be held at Lynch Field on Friday, June 17, 2016 from 7:00 pm to 11:00 pm.  A unanimous vote. 

To extend the time to negotiate the lease for Barnes Wharf  
Mr. Healey recused himself from this discussion. 

Ms. Power explained it is difficult to discuss the lease on a Barnes Wharf when the details of potential repairs are still not clear. This is a thirty year lease and she asked for patience to review all the information. 
 
Mr. Gannon explained we are trying to proceed and keep this thing moving.  He’s concerned about students missing part of their rowing season and would only agree to a 30 day extension of this lease.  	
	
		Voted- To extend the date for finalizing the lease on Barnes Wharf until April 16, 2016.  
		The motion passed 2-0.  Mr. Healey recused himself from this vote.

	To Appoint a Hearing Officer
		Voted- To designate attorney Chris Timson as the hearing officer on the Kris Phillips matter and designate him as a Special Municipal Employee for this purpose. 
		Mr. Healey recused himself from this vote. The motion passed 2-0.

Library Roof and HVAC
Ms. Lucy Hancock, Secretary for the Advisory Committee and Ms. Linda Harper, Library Director discussed the project requesting an increase in the funds needed to repair the Library roof and HVAC.  Ms. Harper explained that both the roof and HVAC leak, causing them to shut down the air handler every time it rains. The two projects need to go together in order to keep water infiltration out of the Library.  The additional amount requested in $470,303.00.

Voted- To act favorably on the Capital Outlay recommendation to increase the funding amount for the Library roof and HVAC unit.   A unanimous vote. 

Discussion of the Avalon Hingham Shipyard II Project
Mr.  Michael Roberts, Avalon Bay Communities, Mr.  Steve Schwartz, Cube 3 Studio, Mr. Lars Ovion, Goulston and Storrs, Howard Stein Hudson Civil Engineers appeared before the Board.

Mr. Roberts explained they appeared in front of the Zoning Board last week at which time important dialogue took place between his team and the residents.  Mr. Roberts reviewed a Power Point presentation for the plans of the Avalon Project that included changes as a result of the ongoing dialogue.  The changes include lowering the height, density and adding a pitch roof.  (A complete copy is of this report available in the Selectmen’s Office).

Mr. Healey thanked then and stated they are looking forward to see what revisions will be presented to the ZBA.

Ms. Susan Murphy, Special Town Counsel for real estate and land use matters appeared before the 
Board.  Ms. Murphy discussed the background of the subsidized housing inventory in Hingham, planning around affordable housing, and the permitting process for 40B. This will be explained in further detail at the Zoning Board Hearing next week.  Ms. Murphy advised that on the ZBA website there is a new link with the subsidized housing inventory, DHCD current 40B regulations, and the most relevant legal documents regarding Linden Ponds. 

Mr. Healey explained the 40B tool used by developers is alive and well in this community and there are other companies’ currently planning 40B projects.   There’s a big picture we need to consider and he asked Hingham residents to appreciate the pressure the town is facing with this issue.
  
· Douglas Thompson, 109 Stayner Drive, feels 40B has a place in town but requested Hingham develop a master plan.  He lives in Hewitt Condominiums and is a member of the Condominium Association.  He feels the proposed Avalon site is poorly designed and conditions should be attached if the project is approved. He’s requesting legal resources be used to send the ten percent letter to the DHCD.

· Ms. Carolyn Kaplan, 8 Baker Hill Drive does not object to affordable housing but does object to Avalon taking advantage of the 40B laws.  She ‘s concerned about environmental and zoning laws and respectively asked that legal resources be used to  go forward with the ten percent letter to the DHCD. 

· Janine Sucheki, 15 Park Circle referenced the 40B handbook which states the site and building design are required to blend into the community. Ms. Murphy advised the Mass Housing Partnership already determined the project does meet the criteria for a 40b. 

· Mr. Jim Watson, 291 Rockland Street feels that we’ve distract ourselves pursing the ten percent issue. He questioned whether or not the ten percent rule is the only way we can reach a safe harbor.  

· Mr. David O’Loughlin, 125 Stainer Drive explained people want something built at this location, but he would like to see respect for his property and a project that is consistent with the historical values of Hingham.  

· Ms. Laura Marwill, 30 Summit Drive questioned how far this project will move the needle on Hingham’s affordable housing quota. Mr. Alexiades stated we are 283 units under the uncontested units.  

· Joshua Ross 125, Wompatuck Road questioned who makes the decision to put a plan together to enact safe harbors.  Ms. Murphy stated it’s a community process with input from all the Boards would weighs in.  Mr. Alexiades stated the State won’t accept a housing production plan because the State won’t agree with us that we are over the ten percent rule. 

· Bob Hardiman, 123 Stainer Drive stated the concern of many residents is the large number of units in the project.  Mr. Alexiades stated twenty five percent of the units built would be required to be affordable but all the rental units would count towards our index.

Mr. Healey clarified that the Board won’t be deciding on this project tonight and it will be the ZBA will be making the final determination. 

Mr. Gannon explained he doesn’t know Avalon or Michael Roberts but assumes in most cases people doing business in the town have the best intentions.  He’s willing to vote tonight to authorize the ZBA to use additional legal funds to file the ten percent letter because he is unsure when he’ll be presented with other options.





· Ms. Laura Burns, 96 Hersey Street explained that as a former Selectmen, Advisory Board and Affordable Housing Trust Member, affordable housing had always been one of her goals. She feels the 40B Law is a blunt object and changes need to be made.  Another one of her goals was to get to ten percent rule in order to gain some control of this process. She feels that this project is the right project in the right location at the right time. 

· Ms. Susan Sullivan, 133 Whitaker Lane is concerned they are going to miss the time line to file the ten percent letter. 

Ms. Power thanked everyone who sent in letters and attended the meetings. She had been the one who requested last week’s ZBA meeting be televised so it could get the most exposure.   She stated that she has trust in the ZBA and that this project is moving in the right direction. Ms. Power is inclined to vote for the ten percent letter to be filed. 
Mr. Healey stated he has a high degree of respect for ZBA and feels it would be inappropriate to weigh in at this time.   He supports the ZBA and their decision and if they need further legal resources they will have it.  If they chose not to file the ten percent letter because they feel this project will work, he’ll agree with that too.   He urged the public to keep communication open with Avalon in a constructive way. 
Voted- Mr. Gannon made a motion to authorize legal counsel as requested by the Board of Appeals.  The motion passed 3-0. 
Votes:	
Voted- To sign the Amendment to the Memorandum of Understanding between Bare Cove 
Properties LLC and the Town of Hingham.  A unanimous vote. 

Selectmen’s/ Town Administrator Report
Mr. Gannon reminded people of the SNAP benefit to take place tomorrow night, March 18th from 7-11 p.m. on St. Patrick’s Day to benefit special needs kids.  He invited everyone to join. 
Ms. Power advised our Town Administrator, Mr. Ted Alexiades was recently appointed to the Strategic Opportunity Counsel of the ESGR. Ms. Power congratulated Mr. Alexiades for this achievement. 
Mr. Healey advised the Town of Hingham was recently selected as one of America’s Outstanding Navy Reserve Employers of 2016 as a result from being nominated by Chief Keith Jermyn.  Mr. Healey also congratulated Jacob Brody, Hingham High School graduate for his appointment to the US Air Force Academy through Senator Stephen Lynch’s Office. His parents Margot and Mark Brody should be commended.  
The open session adjourned at 	8:50 p.m.					Diane Picot
Approved:  June 1, 2016
[bookmark: _GoBack]Documents: (A complete meeting packet of supporting documentation is on file and available for public review in the Board of Selectmen’s Office).
1. Form 43 Transfer of License from 121 Douglas Associates Inc., d/b/a Ralph’s Wine and Spirits to RMP, LLC d/b/a Douglas Wine and Spirits. 
2. Aquarion Water Request Water Main Installation-South Pleasant Street
3. National Grid Gas Main Replacement Request- Paige Street and Bay Avenue
4. National Grid Gas Main Replacement Request- Bel Air Road
5. National Grid Gas Main Replacement Request- Parker Drive and Cushing Drive
6. National Grid Gas Main Replacement Request- Volusia Road
7. FY2017 Five Year Capital Plan
8. Police Recruit Hiring Recommendation from Chief Glenn Olsson.
9. Roof and RTU Replacement Hingham Public Library from Habeeb and Associates
10. Memo from Emily Wentworth, Zoning Administrator confirmining the unanimous vote to withdraw Article TT and UU.
11. Letter from R.R. Braun, Vice Admiral, U.S. Navy congratulated Hingham on being selected one of America’s Outstanding Navy Reserve Employers for 2016.
12. Amendment to Memorandum of Understanding between Bare Cove Properties, LLC and the Town of Hingham.
13. Avalon Hingham Shipyard II Presentation 

