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‘DRJVORKS

S SLY\IOUR

BY CHARLES Y

THE Huwham Water Compfun , althouorh a pmvate corpormtmn,
is 80’ ¢y éubml]) -2 Hingham mstlbu’mon that the history of the-
~town Would ‘he mcomplete without an account of the formation of -
: d Lhc puilding of the works,—an undertaking which
)romoblon of ‘the. ho‘dth and con&equpnt hap-

The 1dea of mtroducmg a supply of pure soft WEL‘[ZGI‘ for domos- »
4 purposes into the town, from Accord Pond, began to-
press: t;'e“ minds - of the progres: cltwens of Hing-
early ~the ! is ti !
n the county that
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IIzatm 0} of Huzg/ta,m. >

rSCY; was chosn « to ca e: ] ,
fain ifs capacity for supplying the inhs 1bxt’mt> of Hmnlnm \wth
waters also to cause estimates. to be made of the pIOb&MO cost
of laying pipes; &e., and report thercon at some future meeting.”
My Blcl\m,ll “for- the committee, pm%ntod an able report at “the
"mmual Lown—mcctmq, Mm‘ch 8, 1875, in" which he says: —

nd ready supplv of pure water has of late vears attr :wted more

ublic attention i onr various mummlmhtws not only as a

l ut-as ‘m essentinl element in thie maintenance of the -
¥ and this suppy 11.19 hicen souom, for mnd iouud 1 vond their :

or les
Tuxury

It is matter of tradition Lh it the fathers m.lde th(*n‘ fuat ‘setﬂcmnnt, here
.with reference to a veady supply of pure water, which they found in‘the
springs ‘where: the upl'md met the meadow.  But as the town has ex-
tended itsélf by erowth dir various direétions out of this vallev, it lins

~“been found difficult in many localities to procure a snfficient snpp]s of
water, and in seasons of drought scrious inconvenicnee, if not suﬂcrm«
has attended -the scarcity of avater. -

The means of supplying the house with water are cither the open
well or the well furnished with a pump, the tubular well —a late
invention — being used to a limited extent. These wells are linble to
be affected by the various causes in operation in growing and compact
villages, and Dy the presence of barnyards and stables in close prox-
“imity: to the Wdls. and’ by-the quite too general neglegt of suitable
drainage around our houses. The very means we (_mploy to make our
homest -uk atu.lcmve bv umchnw the qoﬂ tpnd to unht t]mt <011 for

. propé 1
permes d uth ﬁnds mss-we to the \mll

! Tha ) of water, and-af times -its: nmpuut\, affect. and oﬂ(‘ :
determin ition of the health of a community,: and .1“0(‘L the

the people, have been made so apparent as to remain unques- -
hether our condition is véry much as vot affected by these
‘cannot S0 re ad]ly be determined. ” We cannoty liotvever,
: i " out of .the operation of .general laws, and so long as any
" of the canzes exist which are-detrimental o health and longevity, we must
either endure the penalty or remove. the cause.  No one douhts that in
cities and -compact villages the introduction of pure and abundanit water
has tended to add to the length of human life, and to make that life
more efficient daring its existence ; but what the exact money value of
the added and more efficient years may be is not so readily determined.
We may, however, suppose for illustration that in an average life of -
“forty vears one year may be added to each life. and that nddul year
1\0111(1 “be the most elficient one of the whole lifes and tkamo' the-average .-
production of men and women at the: most efficient year of a life of: lxbor,;j
we may assume that this xoar is worth in pr oductive ¢ ‘1p~1c1£y at least five.
Tiundred dollars to each one.. Apply the |esu]t to o community of four -
thousand and five hundred hvcs‘ and you have a gain’in a period of forty
years of $2,225,000, —more than suflicient to p.u the cost of our pro-
posed \\"lf,(,l'-“rOlkS, with all the interest thercon compounded for the whole
forty years.

lnn"cvlt_
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the. saving. of
the 'well and,

Ihesé water-works have other eclemeni
labar wlnch is'now spent in the ruising
“in’ many cases, in . the transportation ol it

AV

incessant repetition agoregate in time and in cxpendxtme of force to:no
trifling amount;” YVe will “suppose. that, for the one, thousand: families

~fifteen minutes to each family’; this would give two: hundred and fifty
-~ hours' work each day, or 91,250 hours for each year; and estimating the

5 :v;ilue 0 s service-at ten eents per hour, it amounts. to $9,125, a sum
- suflicient” to pay the annaal interest on the whole out,lfly for the pro-~

nents of value will. be scen when we come to consider these
prC ks in their use in the extinguishing of fires. In this respect
“their v is too ebvious to.-need amtlnng mmc than the statement.

More than once the more thickly settled portions of our town have
" been in imminent peril from a spreading couflagration arising from a
searcity -of water., ‘With engines and other dppd.latus more: numel'ous
md cobtly Llnu most towns of our popul‘mon 'md wmlth, nd w1bh a

\tion by our
ly.of \mr.el.

ati(*_s__.,; Manv other
ow these works cou
wn and its’ inha
thiary gain, th
people,- bfmu

cou ‘cadlly be p.ﬂ
suhselve the mfttexnl m ST ts

uld:.also add to the r'omfort and EI]_]O) ment of all
ng and’ - adorning out commons and: squares. with
‘our old town more

'Hem‘y M. \Vlr ,.man of Boston to make. prelir

to:be unusually Ire from amma,l conmmumtlon, and rema.rk-

ably pure. Mr. Wightman also veported that in lis-opinion the
pond « could be safely -relied upon as a source of ‘supply for
“Hingbham.” In coneluding their report to the town the committee
say 1 —

The capacity-of the pond to afford an adequate supply both for the
c-present and ' the future prolnble wants of the town, is shown, so far as
“the chamcterq the examination would allow, to be ample. C e The
_estimated cost ‘mtable wnrks is a.bout ‘3’131 000, . '

to warmnt Irge m e\pen(ht,ure.
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etal individual ifistances are’ co mpuatwc]v mswmhc'mt but, from - their

or (hereal)out. in- town, it requires for this seérvice, duily, on an average, .

attractive to those seeking”

navy surveys - - )
: and furnish approumate estimates ot the costof building works = -
“of su(ﬁcnent ,(, p'wwy to supply the towu \[r‘ Bouvé reportredr

Page 2 of 2

3/28/2012



Hing

EE _’che building

History of the town of Hingham, Massachusetts - Pages 264, 265

264 : :“:_:_Lstorz/ Oj Hing J/Lam

Are we rcadv to tax our selvcs to ‘the extent of some ‘-»8 ()00 or %9, 000 o
per year, in addition to our alr eady Lune annual tct\atlon,vau,d hand down :

to a succeeding generation so large o burden of debt? . Already is the
question 'wnmtmcr our legislators whether some Jimit shall not be as\mnul
beyond which uw and : to“ n may not -go in assuming oblwa.tmns in- the
future ; and as wise and reasonable utmcns we should car efully consider
and i)e able to fix a limit for ouxsclvea, mdx,pendeut; of .my legislative
coercion. . S k

As W‘\s to have been expected in a conservative commumt) lxke
am, the report created considerable adverse feeling, -

“The: statement and estimates submitted were sever el) “eriti-
cised.

pipes, if they bhould ever be laid : " the water was full of snakes
and all kinds of impurities, and the pond was so shallow that a
two-inch pipe would drain it in a very short time if allowed to
ran- continually.

"These, and other doubts and objections to the scheme, were met
by Mr. George P. Hayward in an able address,-in which he re- -

viewed the 1e]>01t; of the committee, and read communications
~from gentlemen connected with  the. Plymoulh Water Works giv-
ing the practical working of <schcmc in tlnt slace since the
_:' the works i in 1854. '

The report was -duly accepte ,'md the commlttee dlscharaed
Hon. Solomon meohl then moved

. That-a- new connmttee be chosen to cause an estimate to be made of
- the e}.pcmc of procuring water from Accord Pond for the use of the. in-
habitants of the town, and to recommend in what streets the pipes should
be laid; that the committee cause a thorough and accurate survey to be
made, by a competent engineer, of the pond and of the limits to be sup-
plmd, and to report to Lhe town at a foture meeting; also, that the com-

mittee be instructed to petition the Legislature for (mthonty to take water . =

from Accord Pond for the use'of the 1ulmb1mnts of Lhc, town.

Mr. Luther Stephenson scconded the motion, and moved as an .

" amendment, that-the committee be appointed by the modcrator,

Hon, John D. Long. K. Waters Burr, Andrew C. Cushing, Ebed

L. Ripley, Geo. P. Hayward, Arthur Lincoln, Luther Stephenson,
Jr., and Walter I.. Bouvé were appointed the committee, to which
AMev. Long was added.

This committee procured the ]msszwo of an-act by the Legisla-
“ture of 1876, authorizing the town of Hingham to take and hold
the waters of Accord Pond and the waters that flow into and from
the same, for the purpose of supplying itself and its inhabitants
with pure water for domestic and other uses; and their report to
the town, made September 12, 1876, concludes as follows:

Therefore, behevmo no town ever had so f'womble an opportunity.as
—that now oifered to us for.a full and fr ce-supply of - Water having": thc;

http://archive.org/bookreader/ie7/print.php?id=historyoftownothOlhing&server=ia700303...

It was doubted if the water could be made 10 flow over- -
Liberty-Pole Hill, or if there was water enough to fill the main

Page 1 of 2

3/28/2012



History of the town of Hingham, Massachusetts - Pages 264, 265 Page 2 of 2

ul, | abm and money .
nestly. recommend the o
homy: carry on to.com-.. -
gt three: fourths of our

a:meins of protecbma

expex ience

‘had been pelimmed
e being taken, the meeting Lefu
he act cnmtlcd « An Act to st ;p
pure water,’
nd-one hundu,d and fm ty-;

“the question amn dcmdnd in thc nemtwe, written. ballots -

- ~and the check-list heing used, with a result of one hundred and
i 'foxt\ -three yeas and one hundwd and snty siX nays,

At the annual town meeting, March 5, 1877, actxon on the

same question was: ““indefinitely postponed.” :

.~ The question was twice submitted to the people in the year

© - 1878, with the following results ; on August 19, nays, two hundred

“and mghty-ﬁve, yeas, o hundred and forl,y-mnc, and on Sep-

b bcr 2, nays, tlucc huudrcd 'Lnd twenty-thle :yefw one hun-

¢ cffmts of those mterested to mduce tho
_to avail themselves of . the puvllewe% of ‘an
them control of one of -the finest sources
he State, and which would have. secured to,;’ff’”
ors for all time, an ample supply of
ts have proved the cstimates of the engi-
15 of those who advocated the scheme, to
pmc y 4 that the citizens of the town made a
~mistake when they so-persistently refused what expeuence has
“shown t,o be a blessmcr

The [Imglmm Water Company was incorporated by act of the

Legislature, apploved March 21, 1879, the corporate members

v being John D. Long, Samuel DOWIIG! Charles B. Barnes, B, Waters
. Burr; David Cushing, Junior, Wlllnm J. Nelson; George P, Hay- -

- ward; ‘Ebed L. Rlpley, Starkes Whlton, Ehph Shute, Ldmund

into’and fxom the samc, ‘with any water rights connected there-
with, to convey said waters into and thxough the town of Hing-
ham, or any part thereof, and to supply that part of Hull called
Nantasket and. metaﬁ;ket Beach, whenever the voters of .Hull
‘should accept the provisions of the act applicable to them. -
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sttm‘ Y of Emr ham.

I?rovmon was also made for thc bmkuw and holdmo of - neces-',

sary real estate, for the settlement of land and water damages
and for the pul‘clmse by the town, at any time, of the corporate
property, and all the rights and privileges of the company at the
actual cost of the same, with interest not exceeding 109, per
annum, said cost to include all actnal loss or damage paid or suf-
fered by said company for injury. to persons or pmpmt) deduct-

ing irom said cost any and all dividends which may ha,\e bc«,n" .

the corporablon

to imi ch:
~ thirds vote at any legal meeting of the Lown called for the
purpose. -

The first meetmn of the persons named in the act was held at

= Loring Hall, on a,tmd‘w evening, August 9, 1879, Hon. John
=D LOl]ﬂ' pmsu]ml, and Mr. Starkes Whifon was chosen § Sceretary.
The act of incorporation was read and accepted and a committee
chosen to draft by-laws, nominate a board of directors and other
officers, and solicit subscnplmns to ‘the mpltal stock, which w as

"oodhuc, and Pu‘nxe,

A conmnmlcatxon W’LS 1'0 1 from 1
' ' ] ec]n'oposed works

the manner of.mm“
of interest, ' : :

" The first share of stock paid for was d)s)oscd of at a chmch
“fair, in one dollar subscriptions, and was- m\ardod hy lot, to one
of the summer residents of the town. Subsecriptions c'ame in
quite rapidly, and at an adjourned meeting held August 16, at
which Mr. Ebed L. Ripley presided, it was announced that about
%37,000 of the stock had been subscribed for, which, with what
’\Ipscus Goodhue and Birnie had agreed fto take, leff onlv about
- §8,000 to be placed.

The ouom‘ﬂ subsecribers f01 stock were as follows : —

: SHARES, _SIARES.
Goodhue&Birnie. S e 0. 280 Morris F. Whiton . s 1t
Charles 3. Barnes .7 .0 .- " . 180 | John T, Spaulding, Boston ... =.- 10
Ehed L. Ripley . .. . ... 50| Charles Siders . -, LoaLe 10
Samuel Downer: " , « --B0.}.John De Woll, Brookline . . .- 10
Hingham Mutual Fire Im Co . 501 Herbert C. N:\Sh, Boston 10
Henry L. Dalton . . -, .« B0 Btarkes Whiton . 5

o Charles Blake . . .. . + 250 Wm. Fearing, 2d . 5
“Burr, Brown, & Co. . . . . . 9510 Arthar Lincoln 5
 Charles F'. Shimmin . . . « 9250 HL ML Clark . 5
~John R. Brewer . . . . . . 20°E J. Andrews. . . . .. H
William B, Merrill . . . . , 20 J. A Ordway . . . . . . ., &
James S. Hayward, Boston . . 20 {lenry C. Harding . .., ... D
Andrew S, Briggs -~ 7 . .. 207 180 W Hayward Ch e )

S dohn 8. Hooper . . . . . L l0 0B Clement o0 L7, 5 .
George P. Hayw:ud coea 10 Mt Haves N 5
l‘rancls W. Bxewer S “104 Davtd (mlnng, 2d B
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ase, on condition that the same is assented to by a two- -
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Villiam C. Wlld
‘Alénzo Cushing
Joseph Jacobs, Jr.
L. J.B. Liricoln R
William J. Nelson - . . .

[ GBIV

Benjamin Andrews .
Fearing Burr & Co. . .,

-

‘H)—*HHH)—!‘

- Francis Overton . 3 Isaac Hersey. .
Edmund Hersey, 2d . 2| Charles C. Melcher . . o ... -
Charles A Lovett . . 2| Blibu Thayer ., . = /5o

 The Company was organized Saturday, August 23, 16(9 by' L
the choice of the following officers: Clerk, btmkes Whlton

.Charles B. Barnes, E. Waters Burr, Samucl Downer, Charl
Goodhue, Arthur meoln, and. William J. Nelson, A?((Z
Henry C. Harding, Charles- Siders, : '
At a subsequont meeting of the Board of Directors Tbed L.
Ripley was elected Preszdc/z( and Starkes Whiton, Treasurer.
A Building Committee, cousmtmo of the President and Treas- -
-urer, with Messrs. Gemge P. H‘L_ywmd and Wllham J. Nelson,was
_‘fterwmrdb chosen. -
: the- f_ollowm(r Mou(hy Me ssvs R)pley a 1 I-Iayward met
f-Spring-
o confer
G101,
f-an offer
or befoxe

Ol

conference was the accep
91;1 uch and complcte the

hue and Birnie to build the wml\s mccmdmrr to speuﬁcqhons
drawn by Mr. M. M. Tidd of BOthl’l, who was employed as
engineer, o
0n ‘the morning of Wednesday, Sept. 10, 1879, work was com- .
menced on: Ot;ls Str eet, in front ot the 1031dence of Hon. J ohn D :

present at the ceremony of breaking: ground W hlch at: the lequest =
toodhue was pelformed by Mr George P, Hayward, whose. .

- te
whos untu‘mg efforts 0

I congmtulaté you, Kind f1 u,nds, on the commencemcnt of measures
for furnishing "you with an abundant supply of pure water, I congratu-
late: the workmgmen of Hingham, who have been selccted by specml
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w8 fistory of Hingham,

agreement to assist in the construction of these works, that they are to
have steady employment for many weeks., Mr. Goodhue is'a V{'orkingv
man, and he will expect you to do your part faithfully. God speed and
bless this good work.

Mr. Hayward then removed his coat and.closed the exercises: :
with a short but vigorous use of the pick and shovel. BN
- At night six hundred feet of trench had been dug.The work
“was rapidly forwarded, and the first pipe was laid on Otis Street
~-on-Saturday, Sept. 18, 1879, B LR L N
the junction. of Otis Street and Downer Avenue a ledge
wcountered, and at this point occurred the only serious acci-
dent which happened- during the building of the works, — Dennis
~Scully, a ledgeman -engaged in blasting, being instantly killed by
a flying stone. =~

Work was commenced at the Pond, Oct. 9,1879. A temporary
dam of earth and wood ncarly one hundred feet long was thrown
across the little bay at the north -end, the water was drawn out
through the old mill-Aluime, and a sixteen-inch conduit laid-into the
pond. some seventy feet-from the gate-chamber, which was built
just within. the old ¢ " The. last pipe was laid, November 25,
during a heavy sou st gale which threw the spray over
coffer -dam; drenching:-the workmen and giving : to:seriow
apprehensions as to the safety of the temporary structure. No

 aceident oceurred; however; and the- conduit was finished, the

" temporary dam removed, and the permanent one repaired -and
strengthened by a core wall of concrete, which was subsequently
extended casterly along the base of the ridge five hundred feet to
cut off leakage. ' : ' y

Work was suspended during the winter, and commenced again
in April, 1880; and on June 23, at eight o’clock in the evening,
the main gate in the screen well at Accord Pond was partly
opened by the gentleman who had so enthusiastically broken
ground ‘for the commencement of the work some ninc months |
before; and in about two hours the fourteen-inch main was filled

" as far as the gate opposite Liberty Hall. On the evening of June -
25 the pipes were filled. to_the gate opposite the South Mecting-
House, Mur. John -Cushing was the first customer to receive waber
from his house faucet, and the first five stream was thrown from
the hydrant near his house about ten o’clock.

The remainder of the twelve-inch pipe was slowly filled. Sev-
eral hydrants proved: defective, and one leak was caused by the
failure of a plug:in the branch for Pleasant Street. These repairs
delayed the work of letting on the water until June 30, when at
‘two o’clock in the morning the first stream was thrown from the
hydrant near the Railroad Station. S . '

On the following Monday, July 5, the hydrant scrvice was tested

by the fire department, and seven effective stveams were thrown
at the same time in the vicinity of Broad Bridge. Clsl
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Legis-
nded. e \ cet Beach “along the
Road ‘in' Cohasset, and in 1882 to [ illage.  An
1 st ipe forty feet in diameter and forty-two feet in height
was’erected on Strawberry Hill on land given for the purpose by
the owners of tlie premises. : LA '

' ' -b ty provin

& insufficient for
the Jerusalem
' 1d purehs

iary supply in-case of emergency. . . - e
“.In 1886 the consumption at the seashore having increased to

such an extent-as toseriously affect the pressure on the Hingham
system, and_the supply from the Foundry Pond being at times
objectionable, the Company purchased the Fulling Mill Pond on
Souith Pleasait Street, under authority of an act of the Legisla-
ture passed March 22, 1866, and a twelve-inch conduit was laid
by Messrs. Goodhue and Birnie from: this pond-through private -

| Jincluding land and water
1a0as, Hes - ext from Fulling = ¢

om Accord Pond through

ill i’qﬁd:torﬂle i 1npin§; ation, and fr
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270

the principal streots vdmill Point in
. Hull, and to Pleasar

, 'rmles. Protection from fire is an en'by 1 s, and water is

.~ supplied to 1,336 customers, including all the hotels, steamboats,

railroads, street-watering carts, and pubhc dr inking-fountains, as
well as private dwelhn‘gs for domestic, lawn, and other uses.
1t is fortunate for those who are thus benefited that prompt
measures were taken to secure Accord Pond to Hingham, there
~being no other available source of supply within the limits of the
town, The increase in the assessed valuation of property in
Hingham for the 10 years preceding the introduction of water was
$198,342; the increase for the same number of years since the
works were constructed has been, as shown by the Assessors’
-books, $542,673. 7
The present government of the company is as follows : —

Ehed-L. Ripley, President ;. Starkes Whiton, Seeretury and Tredsurer ;
Geo. P.:Hayward, E. Waters Burr, Ebed L. Ripley, Starkes Whitomn,
Charles. B..Barnes, William J,-Nelson, Arthar Lincoln, Morris ¥, Whiton,
and “Charles L. Goodhuc,, D eclozs, Ch‘llleb \V b beymom, Supmm-

The Board of Dnoctom are ne'u'ly all IImOhmn men. ’W ith
the exception of a small part of the capital stock which was taken
by the: contract

~lield by ‘residents of Hingham and- their immediate personal
friends, and the citizens of 1110 ‘town may be congratulated on the
success of an undertaking so closely ldentlhcd w 1th Hmﬂham
'micmqts
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~length of 43

18 to show their confidence in the ontoxpuse,‘f
_both capital stock and bonds were subscribed for and are now
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